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(4)  Herman (1819-91), American novelist,
born in New York, became a bank clerk, but
in search of adventure, joined a whaling ship
bound for the South Seas.   He deserted at the
Marquesas and  spent some weeks with a
savage tribe in the Typee valley, an episode
which inspired his first book, Typee (1846).
Having  been   taken   off by   an   Australian
whaler, he was jailed at Tahiti as a member
of a mutinous crew, but escaped and spent
some time on the island.   This adventure was
the basis of his second book, Otnoo (1847).
Mardi (1849) also dealt with the South Seas,
but entered the realm of satire not too success-
fully, so that Melville returned to adventure
fiction with Redburn (1849) and White Jacket
(1850), in which he drew on his experiences
as a seaman on the man-of-war which brought
him home from  Tahiti.    In   1847 he had
married, and after three years in New York
he took a farm near Pittsfield, Mass., where
Nathaniel Hawthorne (q.v.) was his neighbour
and friend.   It was during this period that he
wrote his masterpiece, Moby Dick (1851), a
novel of the whaling industry, whose extra-
ordinary   vigour   and   colour   and   whose
philosophical   and    allegorical   undertones
reflecting on the nature of evil have given it a
place among the classic sea stories.    Later
novels include Pierre (1852), in a symbolic
vein   which   was   not   appreciated   by   his
readers, the satirical Confidence Man (1857),
and Billy Budd, published posthumously in
1924 and used as the subject of an opera by
Benjamin Britten in 1950. Now regarded as
one of America's greatest novelists, Melville
was not so successful during his life, and as
his books became deeper and more penetrat-
ing they attracted fewer readers; even Moby
Dick was not appreciated when first pub-
lished.   This led to disillusionment, and after
1857, now a New York customs official, he
wrote only some poetry.   Full realization of
his literary stature did not come until some
thirty years after his death.   See his Letters
(1960), and studies by Weaver (1922), Mum-
ford (1929), CT-R. Anderson (1939). W. E.
Sedgwick (1944), Arvin (1950).

(5)   Sir   James,   of  Halhill   (1535-1617),
Scottish   soldier   and   diplomat,   went   to
France as page to the young Queen Mary,
and subsequently undertook missions to the
courts of England and the Palatinate.    See
his  interesting  Memoirs  (Bannatyne  Club,
1827).

(6)   James  (1556-1614),   Scottish  diarist,
nephew of (1), was born near Montrose,
professor   of   Oriental   Languages   at   St
Andrews and minister in 1586 of Kilrenny,
Fife, took a leading part with his uncle in
ecclesiastical   politics,   was   summoned   to
London in 1606 and died in exile at Berwick-
on-Tvveed.   He is best known for his Diary,
written in a racy, vigorous and idiomatic
Scots, covering the period 1556 to 1601.

MEMLINC, or Memlfng, Hans (c. 1440-94),
Flemish religious painter, was born at
Seligenstadt of Dutch parents, and lived
mostly at Bruges. A pupil of Roger van der
Weyden (q.v.), he repeated the types of his
master. The triptych of the Madonna
Enthroned at Chatsworth (1468), the Marriage
of St Catherine (1479) and the Shrine of St

Ursula (14S9), both at Bruges, are among his
best works. He was also an original and
creative portrait-painter. See Lives by
Weale (1901), and K. Voll (New York 1913),
also M. Conway, The Van Evcks and their
Followers (1921).
MEMMI, Simone.   See MARTINI (2).
MENAECHMUS (375-325 B.C.), Greek
mathematician, one of the tutors of Alexander
the Great, was the first to Investigate conies
as sections of a cone.
MENAGE, may-nahzh, Giles (1613-92),
French lexicographer, born at Angers, gave
up the bar for the church, but chiefly spent
his time in literary pursuits. He founded, in
opposition to the Academy, a salon, the
Mercuriales, which gained him European
fame and Moliere's ridicule as Vadius in
Femmes savantes. His chief work is his
Dictionnaire etymotogique (1650). See Lives
by Baret (1859) and Ashton (Ottawa 1920).
MENANDER (c. 343-291 B.C.), the greatest
Greek poet of the New Comedy, was born at
Athens, and was drowned at the Piraeus.
His comedies were more successful with
cultured than ;with popular audiences; but
Quintilian praised him without reserve, and
Terence imitated him closely. Only a few
fragments of his work were known fill 1906,
when Lefebvre discovered in Egypt a papyrus
containing 1328 lines from four different
plays. In 1957, however, the complete text
of the comedy Dyskolos (' The Bad-tempered
Man') was brought to light in Geneva by
Professor Martin of Geneva University. See
G. Norwood, Greek Comedy (1931), and
T. B. L. Webster, Studies in Menander (1950).
MENCHIKOV.   See MENSHIKOV.
MENCIUS, properly Meng-tse (372-289 B.C.),
a Chinese sage, born in Shan-tung,
founded a school on the model of that of his
great predecessor Confucius. When forty
years of age he travelled from one princely
court to another for more than twenty years,
seeking a ruler who would put into practice
his system of social and political order. But
finding none, he retired. After his death his
disciples collected his sayings and published
them as the Book of Meng-tse. The aim of
his teaching was practical: how men,
especially rulers, shall best regulate their
conduct. His system is based on belief in
the ethical goodness of man's nature, from
which follow the cardinal virtues of bene-
volence, righteousness, moral wisdom, and
propriety of conduct. He advocated free
trade, the deposition of bad rulers, division of
labour, inspection of work by government,
maintenance of good roads and bridges,
poor-laws, education and the abolition of
war. See Legge*s Life (1875) and studies
by I. A. Richards (1932) and L. Giles
(1942).
MENCKEN, Henry Louis (1880-1956), Ameri-
can philologist, editor and satirist, born at
Baltimore, became a journalist and literary
critic. Satirical, Individual and iconoclastic,
he greatly influenced the American literary
scene in the 'twenties. In 1924 he founded
the American Mercury, and his great work,
The American Language^ was first published in
1918. See his autobiographical Days of
H. L. Mencken (3 v. in 1, N.Y. 1947),'Lives